


Washington State Women's Golf Association 
 
RULES OF COMPETITION  
************************************* 
 
Revised July 21, 2026 
 
ELIGIBILITY: A player's eligibility for state competitions, including the championships, shall depend on her having a USGA approved handicap index. 
 
COMPETITIONS ON HOME COURSES
 
WSWGA HOME COURSE MONTHLY MEDAL: The competition shall begin on the first of March and end in October of the same year.  Trustees shall schedule one day during each month for WSWGA home course medal play.  Other medal rounds, such as qualifying, may also be used if designated in the club schedule.  However, the total of such scheduled rounds shall not exceed sixteen per year, nor may more than two rounds be scheduled during any one month. 

Each club trustee will determine the number of divisions for her club each year and order the appropriate number of prizes at the time dues are paid.  Prizes will be distributed to trustees at the summer meeting.
 
Players shall be divided into one or more divisions, as equally as possible, according to handicap index as of March 1.  The best three net scores of each player, using the course handicap from the tees played on the day of play for each round, shall determine the winner of each division.  
 
(a) Breaking a tie: In the event of a tie, the next best score of each player shall be used to determine the winner.  If a tie still exists, the next best score, etc., shall be used.  However, if a player who ties has posted only three scores in this event during the year, she may play another round at a time designated by the trustee, and it shall be optional with the other player to use her posted score or to play another round.  She must make such decision before either player competes in a playoff round. 
 





[bookmark: _Hlk218510145]TEAM TOURNAMENT - ELIZABETH DWAN MEMORIAL TROPHY: This competition shall be played in May using course handicaps from the day of play based on the tees utilized by each participant.  This is a team competition.  All players having the six lowest net scores shall be listed on the competition worksheet page. The course par is then subtracted from each net score giving each player a score relative to par (e.g., plus 3, minus 5, etc.)  Those scores are then added together, and the club having the lowest score to par will be the winner.  The results shall be completed in the Elizabeth Dwan worksheet (available on the WSWGA website) and submitted no later than ten days from the date of play. In the event of a tie, all players shall be awarded prizes. A perpetual trophy shall be retained for one year by the winning club, and individual prizes shall be awarded to the winning players.

Historical Note
Elizabeth Dwan was one of the original organizers of the Seattle Women’s Golf Association and its first president in 1927 as a charter member of Rainier Golf and Country Club.  She was a president of the WSWGA and the first vice president of the Western Women’s Golf Association from Washington State. She devoted over two decades of volunteer service to the betterment of competitive women’s golf. In her professional life, Elizabeth was a teacher at Broadway High School in Seattle.  

 
TEAM TOURNAMENT - MATCH vs. PAR: This team event shall be played in June.  Course handicaps from the day of play based on the tees utilized by each participant will be used.  The twelve lowest net scores on this day shall comprise the team.  (Net scores are determined by subtracting the course handicap from the gross score.) The lowest eight net scores comprise the team with the other four scores being the alternates.  The alternates’ scores will be used in the event of a tie, using first alternate, second alternate, etc., until the tie is broken.  Match vs. Par is computed for each player on a hole-to-hole basis, strokes allowed where they fall.  Thus, a player will either win (+1), push, or lose (-1) a hole and at the end of the round will have a score that is either up on par (+3 for example), even, or down to par (-2 for example). At the completion of the round, the totals for each of the 8 players are added together to determine a team score.  The results shall be filled out and submitted to the WSWGA website on the Match vs. Par worksheet (available on the website) no later than ten days from the date of play. The four alternates’ scores need not be sent but the trustee should be aware these might be needed in the event of a tie.  A perpetual trophy with the names of the winning team shall remain in the possession of the winning club for one year.  An individual prize will be awarded the individual least down to par for the field.  In the event of ties, a prize will be awarded each player. 
 







INDIVIDUAL TOURNAMENT - ALL-STATE STROKE PLAY: This competition shall be played in August or within the first two weeks of September. Course handicaps from the day of play based on the tees utilized by each participant will be used. Divisions are also based on the course handicap the player used on the day of play and not on her index.  The decision of the date of play will be at the discretion of the trustee but must be decided before the last week in August.  This is an individual competition.  
 
	Play shall be in four divisions:             First division  
	 0 - 20 handicap 

	 	 	 	 	 	Second division 
	21 - 26 handicap 

	 	 	 	 	 	Third division  
	27 - 33 handicap 

	 	 	 	 	 	Fourth division 
	34 - 40 handicap 



The low net for each division shall be listed on the competition worksheet page (available on the WSWGA website).  In the event of a tie, list all players.  The course par is then subtracted from each net score to determine score to par (e,g., +2, -3, even, etc.). The results shall be filled out and submitted to the WSWGA website on the All-State Stroke Play worksheet no later than ten days from the date of play.  Prizes shall be awarded to the winner(s) of the field in each division.  In the event of a tie, all players shall be awarded prizes. 


WSWGA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT

DATE
The club trustee from the year’s tournament host shall work with their club to secure the dates of the event in the last full week of July or the week that most closely reflects this date.  

FORMAT
The tournament shall consist of three days of 18-hole stroke play and contestants shall have the opportunity to play a practice round.  Those traveling fifty miles or more will be given priority to play their practice round the day before the tournament starts.

REGISTRATION AND FEES
Exempt Players:
The previous year’s champion shall be guaranteed a spot in the tournament if her entry is received by the stated deadline. Additionally, any trustee who meets the index requirement shall be guaranteed a spot in the championship, provided she registers by the stated deadline.

Registration guidelines:
 The field is limited to 120 players maximum but must be open to at least 96 players.

  Electronic registration will remain open for a period of no less than one week.

 Players must meet the handicap index requirement at the time of registration.

 If sign-ups exceed the size of the stated field, exempt players will be listed first, and the remaining players in the field shall be ordered from lowest to highest index using the index from the date registration closes.  Players who do not make the field shall be listed in index order on the wait list. The tournament committee will publish a list with all players in the field listed in order along with a wait list listed in order within two days of registration closing.
	
 A tournament committee may choose to reopen registration once the list is finalized, and from that point on, the tournament and/or wait list will be added to on a first-come, first-served basis.

 If the tournament has not reached capacity at the end of the registration period, there is no need to reorder the list.

Should a club be unable to utilize electronic sign-ups, mail-in entries will be accepted and placed in order by the date of USPS postmark.  However, players with a 12.0 index and under shall be guaranteed acceptance to the tournament if their entry is postmarked within a week of the sign-up opening.  The lowest USGA handicap index will have preference when the final entries have the same postmark.

Entry Fee:
The tournament entry fee shall be proposed by the tournament committee to the trustees a year in advance. The trustees, by vote, set the maximum fee. No refunds will be made within ten days of the tournament except for emergency reasons as determined by the tournament chair.

ELIGIBILITY
All contestants must be a member of a club which allows full golfing privileges and belongs to the Washington State Women's Golf Association.

All contestants must have an approved USGA handicap index.  Players with a handicap index of 32.0 and under when they register shall be eligible for the tournament.   

Players must have ten rounds played and posted in the previous twelve months prior to the entry cut-off date.  

All contestants must be eighteen years of age or older as of the first day of the tournament.  

Transgender athletes may compete in the WSWGA State Championship if the athlete provides a signed declaration (provided to the tournament chair) that they comply with both puberty and hormone level and/or use requirements as specified in section 4 of the USGA Competitive Fairness Gender Policy.

Trustees from each course will be responsible for verifying that each participant from her course meets the eligibility requirements and confirming this information to the tournament chair.

The tournament committee reserves the right to reject the entry of any applicant, at any time, for any reason.  Any decision of the WSWGA tournament committee in any matter shall be final.

COURSE SET-UP
The competition shall be played from the markers of a rated course for women.

The length of the course is recommended to be between 5,300 and 5,500 yards.  Exceptions shall be requested to the Board of Trustees for discussion.

The total distance is to remain the same for each day of the Championship with variations of the settings. (For example, if lengthening a tee setting, other tee settings are to be shortened to make up the difference.) 

PAIRINGS AND STROKE PLAY
1. Indexes to be used for the tournament will be pulled on the day pairings are made no more than ten days prior to the start of competition.

2. The host club has the choice of using the 1st and 10th tees as starting holes or using a shotgun start. 

3. Official scores must be kept on cards issued before the round begins showing the date, player’s name and course handicap.  Scores must be properly attested and signed by the competitor and marker.  The additional use of Golf Genius (or similar electronic) scoring is optional but encouraged.

4. Day 1 pairings shall be based on handicap index with the lowest handicappers teeing off first (if utilizing tee times) with increasing handicaps to follow. 

5. Day 2 and Day 3 pairings will combine flights one and two.  Day 2 pairings combining flights one and two, and within each other flight, shall be determined by day 1 gross scores.  Day 3 pairings combining flights one and two, and within each other flight will be determined by the aggregate Day 1 and Day 2 gross scores, except that the three (or four if playing in foursomes) players from the field with the lowest aggregate gross scores shall play together, regardless of flight.  There shall be no deviation from this process in the first two flights.





6. Flights will be comprised as follows: 

a. Each flight will strive to have 12 players based on handicap index.  Some flights may need to be adjusted if there is an uneven number of players.

b. If there is a tie for the last position in a flight, the score from Day 1 will be used to break the tie. 


RULES
The tournament competition shall be in accordance with the USGA Rules of Golf with such local rules as are adopted and approved by the rules committee of the WSWGA. The WSWGA president shall appoint a rules committee.  Such committee shall also decide any disputes.   

DRESS CODE
The WSWGA expects all contestants and their caddies to wear suitable attire on the host club property throughout the duration of the championship, including practice rounds.  Such attire must conform to the host club’s dress code which will be communicated to all contestants prior to the championship and must be adhered to.  Gallery must adhere to the host club dress code policy.  Failure to adhere to the dress code may result in disqualification and removal from the course.  The responsibility for the implementation and enforcement of the club policy will be the responsibility of the WSWGA President. 

PACE OF PLAY
The Red Flag Procedure explained in the WSWGA Pace of Play will be in effect throughout the Championship.

CADDIES AND CARTS
Caddies must be registered and assigned in accordance with rules agreed upon by the tournament committee and the professional of the course where the tournament is held.   A contestant may provide her own caddie provided such caddie is registered. A player cannot caddy and play on the same day. 

Players are permitted to ride a cart in this tournament.  The tournament committee and professional of the course where the tournament is held shall be responsible for making decisions regarding cart assignments.

AWARDS
The following perpetual trophies will be awarded.  These trophies will be held by the player and/or club for a year: 
 
1. The Edythe Boucher Trophy is awarded to the overall tournament champion, who is the lowest gross scorer over 54 holes regardless of flight. 

In the case of a tie for overall low gross after 54 holes, a sudden death playoff will occur. 

Historical Note
In July of 1983, during the championship tournament held at the Everett Golf and C.C., Edythe Boucher was presented with a handsome silver punch bowl and tray in honor of her twenty years of service as WSWGA's executive secretary by the member clubs of the association. To enhance the trophy’s longevity, a wood base was added in 2005 for name plates. Each state champion will have her name engraved thereon and her club will keep the trophy for a year.  Said trophy is the "Edythe Boucher Trophy." 
 

2. The Paula Nelson Trophy is a perpetual trophy (a silver tea service), which is won annually on Day 1 by the club whose team of three players, not designated in advance, has the lowest aggregate net score. 
 
Historical Note  
Paula Nelson was a member of WSWGA and Manito Golf and CC, Spokane, for many years.  In 1932 or 1933, she and her husband, a Spokane jeweler, donated the "Paula Nelson" Trophy to stimulate more interest in golf.  Paula retained her interest in golf during her entire life.  She died after a long illness in the early 1970s. 
 
3. The Ann Swanson Trophy is awarded to the player with the lowest single gross score of the tournament. 


The following individual prizes will be awarded after 54 holes.  These prizes are ordered by the host course and kept by the winners. 

1. Edythe Boucher Trophy winner
 
2. Runner Up

3. Ann Swanson Trophy winner

4. For each flight 

a.	Two low gross scorers 

b.	Two low net scorers 
 






In the case of a tie for the flight gross and net winners, the USGA recommendation on matching cards (Appendix 1, Part B, 10) should be used as follows:

1. Best score for the last nine holes (holes 10-18) 

2. Best score for the last six holes (holes 13-18) 

3. Best score for the last three holes (holes 16-18) 

4. Best score on the 18th hole 
 
A player making a hole-in-one will be awarded an appropriate prize.  The WSWGA Executive Secretary shall order the prize after the championship.

The host club shall purchase a gift (crystal, glass, etc.) of no more than $100 for the incoming President and the WSWGA shall reimburse this purchase.

The host club has the discretion to hold an eclectic competition as part of the championship.  If included, this would be a consolation competition.  Therefore, the low gross winner, low gross runner-up, Swanson Trophy winner, and award winners in each flight would not be eligible for these prizes.
 
WSWGA SENIOR STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT
  

DATE
The club trustee from the year’s tournament host shall work with their club to secure the dates of the event on the Monday and Tuesday directly following Labor Day or days that most closely reflect this date.  

FORMAT
The tournament shall consist of two days of 18-hole stroke play and contestants shall have the opportunity to play a practice round.  Those traveling fifty miles or more will be given priority to play their practice round the day before the tournament starts.

REGISTRATION AND FEES
Exempt Players:
The previous year’s champion shall be guaranteed a spot in the tournament if her entry is received by the stated deadline.  Additionally, if registered by the stated deadline, trustees who meet the index requirement shall be guaranteed a spot in the three senior championships leading up to the senior championship that her club is hosting. 

Registration guidelines:
 The field is limited to 120 players maximum but must be open to at least 96 players.

  Electronic registration will remain open for a period of no less than one week.

 Players must meet the handicap index requirement at the time of registration.

 If sign-ups exceed the size of the stated field, exempt players will be listed first, and the remaining players in the field shall be ordered from lowest to highest index using the index from the date registration closes.  Players who do not make the field shall be listed in index order on the wait list. The tournament committee will publish a list with all players in the field listed in order along with a wait list listed in order within two days of registration closing.
	
 A tournament committee may choose to reopen registration once the list is finalized, and from that point on, the tournament and/or wait list will be added to on a first-come, first-served basis.

 If the tournament has not reached capacity at the end of the registration period, there is no need to reorder the list.

Should a club be unable to utilize electronic sign-ups, mail-in entries will be accepted and placed in order by the date of USPS postmark.  However, players with a 12.0 index and under shall be guaranteed acceptance to the tournament if their entry is postmarked within a week of the sign-up opening.  The lowest USGA handicap index will have preference when the final entries have the same postmark.

Entry Fee:
The tournament entry fee shall be proposed by the tournament committee to the trustees at the fall meeting preceding the tournament. The trustees, by vote, set the maximum fee. No refunds will be made within ten days of the tournament, except for emergency reasons as determined by the tournament chair.

ELIGIBILITY
All contestants must be a member of a club which allows full golfing privileges and belongs to the Washington State Women's Golf Association.

All contestants must have an approved USGA handicap index.  Players with a handicap index of 40.0 and under when they register shall be eligible for the tournament.   

Players must have ten rounds played and posted in the previous twelve months prior to the entry cut-off date.  

All contestants must be fifty years of age or older on the first day of the tournament.  

Transgender athletes may compete in the WSWGA Senior State Championship if the athlete provides a signed declaration (provided to the tournament chair) that they comply with both puberty and hormone level and/or use requirements as specified in section 4 of the USGA Competitive Fairness Gender Policy.

Trustees from each course will be responsible for verifying that each participant from her course meets the eligibility requirements and confirming this information to the tournament chair.

The tournament committee reserves the right to reject the entry of any applicant, at any time, for any reason.  Any decision of the WSWGA tournament committee in any matter shall be final.

COURSE SET-UP
The competition shall be played from the markers of a rated course for women.

The length of the course is recommended to be between 5,000 and 5,400 yards.  Exceptions shall be addressed to the Board of Trustees for discussion.

The total distance is to remain the same for each day of the Senior Championship with variations of the settings. (For example, if lengthening a tee setting, other tee settings are to be shortened to make up the difference.) 

PAIRINGS AND STROKE PLAY
1. Indexes to be used for the tournament will be pulled on the day pairings are made no more than ten days prior to the start of competition.

2. The host club has the choice of using the 1st and 10th tees as starting holes or using a shotgun start. 

3. Official scores must be kept on cards issued before the round begins showing the date, player’s name and course handicap.  Scores must be properly attested and signed by the competitor and marker.  The additional use of Golf Genius (or similar electronic) scoring is optional but encouraged.

4. Day 1 pairings shall be based on handicap index with the lowest handicappers teeing off first (if utilizing tee times) with increasing handicaps to follow. 







5. Day 2 pairings will be by age division and based on the previous round’s gross score.  (Similar scores within each age division shall be paired together.)  However, the lowest three (or four if playing in foursomes) gross and net scores shall be paired together on day 2 regardless of age division.

6. The field shall be divided into four flights by age, keeping the number of players in each division as equally balanced as possible.

RULES
The tournament competition shall be in accordance with the USGA Rules of Golf with such local rules as are adopted and approved by the rules committee of the WSWGA. The club trustee shall appoint a rules committee.  Such committee shall also decide on any disputes.   

DRESS CODE
The WSWGA expects all contestants and their caddies to wear suitable attire on the host club property throughout the duration of the championship, including practice rounds.  Such attire must conform to the host club’s dress code which will be communicated to all contestants prior to the championship and must be adhered to.  Gallery must adhere to the host club dress code policy.  Failure to adhere to the dress code may result in disqualification and removal from the course.  The responsibility for the implementation and enforcement of the club policy will be the responsibility of the host club’s WSWGA Trustee. 

PACE OF PLAY
The Red Flag Procedure explained in the WSWGA Pace of Play will be in effect throughout the Championship.

CADDIES AND CARTS
Caddies must be registered and assigned in accordance with rules agreed upon by the tournament committee and the professional of the course where the tournament is held.   A contestant may provide her own caddie provided such caddie is registered. A player cannot caddy and play on the same day. 

Players are permitted to ride a cart in this tournament.  The tournament committee and professional of the course where the tournament is held shall be responsible for making decisions regarding cart assignments.










AWARDS
The following perpetual trophies will be awarded.  These trophies will be held by the player and/or club for a year: 
 
1. The Lou Young Trophy is awarded to the overall tournament champion, who is the lowest gross scorer over 36 holes regardless of flight.

In the case of a tie for overall low gross after 36 holes, a sudden death playoff will occur. 

Historical Note
Lou Young was president of WSWGA in 1974 - the year this tournament was originated.  Lou donated the sterling silver trophy and its wooden stand.  Lou specified that if this tournament was ever discontinued that the trophy is to be returned to her.  Lou has always been an active golfer, a low handicapper, participating in state and national events, as well as at her home club, Tacoma Country and Golf Club.  
 
2. The Lemieux Trophy is awarded to the overall net champion regardless of flight.

In case of a tie for overall low net after 36 holes, a sudden death playoff will occur.

Historical Note  
Susan Dougherty Ursino, past WSWGA Senior Champion, of Sahalee Country Club, and her brothers donated their family’s 1917 silver tray in 2019 in honor of their grandfather, A.J. Lemieux, a high handicapper who played at Yakima Country Club and Wing Point Golf & Country Club when it still had sand greens, and who inspired Sue to take up golf.

3. The Moses Lake Traveling Trophy will be awarded to the club having the three lowest net scores on the first day.  In the event of a tie, a fourth score will be used.  
 
Historical Note  
Mary Ellen Ries was the first chairman of this tournament, which was held at Moses Lake Golf and Country Club in 1974.  The ladies of the Moses Lake club donated the "Moses Lake Traveling Trophy", designating how it was to be awarded.



The following individual prizes will be awarded after 36 holes.  These prizes are ordered by the host course and kept by the winners. 

1.  Lou Young Trophy winner
 
2. Lemieux Trophy winner

3. For each flight:

Approximately 1/3 of the field shall be awarded prizes (including the overall winners), so the number of gross and net prizes in each division will depend on the size of the field.  The same number of gross and net prizes shall be awarded in each flight.  The number of prizes in each flight will be decided and communicated before the tournament begins.  For example, if the flights consist of twenty-eight players, four gross and four net prizes would be awarded in each flight.  

In the case of a tie for the flight gross and net winners, the USGA recommendation on matching cards (Appendix 1, Part B, 10) should be used as follows: 

1. Best score for the last nine holes (holes 10-18) 

2. Best score for the last six holes (holes 13-18) 

3. Best score for the last three holes (holes 16-18) 

4. Best score on the 18th hole 
 
A player making a hole-in-one will be awarded an appropriate prize.  The WSWGA Executive Secretary shall order the prize after the championship.

A putting contest may be held over the course of the tournament, format and rules are at the discretion of the host club.  If included, this would be a consolation competition.  Therefore, the Low Gross winner, Low Net winner, and award winners in each flight would not be eligible for this prize.  If such a contest is held, a putt is a stroke made on the putting surface.  However, if the first putt is made on the putting surface and the ball rolls off the putting surface, any stroke thereafter shall be considered a putt. Prizes awarded for the putting competition are not considered part of the payouts to 1/3 of the field.


.


 
  







TO PLAYERS IN THE WASHINGTON STATE WOMEN'S
GOLF ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENTS
Championship and Senior Championship:
 
PACE OF PLAY
 
Rule 5.6a of the Rules of Golf states: “The player must not unreasonably delay, either when playing a hole or between holes.” 
 
Penalty for Breach of Rule 5.6a: 
1. Warning:  Red Flag at next teeing area 
1. Penalty for first breach:  One penalty stroke 
1. Penalty for second breach:  General penalty – two penalty strokes 
1. Penalty for third breach:  Disqualification 
 
We do not wish to apply penalties for undue delay.  However, we insist that, in the interest of all, the pace of play be reasonable.   We believe that it would be unreasonable for a group of three (3) players to take more than 14 minutes per hole (4 hours and 12 minutes for the round) to play.   A group of four players shall be considered out of position if it takes more than 15 minutes per hole (4 hours and 30 minutes for the round) to play. 
 
If using tee times, the first group to start will be considered out of position if at any point in the round the group takes more than 14 minutes per hole to play in threesomes (15 minutes for foursomes).  Any subsequent group will be considered out of position if the group (a) falls one hole behind and (b) takes more than 14 minutes (15 minutes for foursomes) per hole to play.  

In a shotgun start, any group will be considered out of position if the group (a) falls one hole behind and (b) takes more than 14 minutes (15 minutes for foursomes) per hole to play.  
 
Recommendations: 
Players should play at a prompt pace throughout the round, including the time taken to  
1. Prepare for and make each stroke, 
1. Move from one place to another between strokes, and 
1. Move to the teeing area after completing a hole. 
 
A player should prepare in advance for the next stroke and be ready to play when it is her turn.  When it is the player’s turn to play, she must make the stroke in no more than 40 seconds after she is (or should be) able to play without interference or distraction. 
 
A copy of this PACE OF PLAY RULES is to be given to each contestant participating in both the Championship and Senior Championship. 


WSWGA Transgender Player Declaration


	DECLARATION OF ____________________________________

	
	_________________________________ hereby states and declares as follows:
	
I hereby offer this Declaration in support of my entry into a Washington State Women’s Golf Association championship.

	I have read and understand each requirement of the USGA Competitive Fairness Gender Policy.  I have met the puberty and hormone level and/or use requirements as specified in section 4 of this policy.

I request that I be allowed to play in the WSWGA championship scheduled for __________________________________.
	I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.
	
DATED at ________________________, Washington, this _____ day of ____________, 20____.

						_________________________  
						Signature


						_________________________
						Print Name                                                                 
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